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Every community needs a band.  Even in the age of YouTube, IPod, IPhone, there is something magical about seeing a group take a collective breath and explode into harmony live, onstage.  San Diego, fortunately, is home to one such band, and documentary filmmaker Edward Hermoza Kramer decided there was merit in telling its story.


North County’s Coastal Communities Concert Band (CCCB) is featured in a one-hour documentary film.  Kramer’s film shows how this talented band enriches the lives of local music students, its audiences, and its own members.  It is a tribute to the universal need to make and share music.


The CCCB was organized in 1983 with 14 members.  Twenty-four years and several awards later, it is a complete symphonic band made up of 80 experienced adult musicians whose lives are as diverse as the music they play.  Ten times annually, the Coastal Communities Concert Band treats Sand Diego audiences – sometimes numbering 1600 people – to Big Band music, show tunes, classical music, and marches.


Performing that wide variety of music takes work, of course, and lots of it.  One of the most insightful – and, indeed, entertaining – parts of the film is conductor Don Caneva’s behind-the-scenes rehearsals.  There are also appearances by Grammy Award-winning composer/arranger Sammy Nestico, trombonist Bill Tole of the Jimmy Dorsey Band, and band vocalist Michael Ruhl.  The group’s success is very much a collaborative effort; but, in the words of Nestico, “Don Caneva is the heart of the band.”

As much as these band members give to the community – scholarships to high school students, financial support to charitable foundations, educational outreach – they receive by simply having a group in which to play.  Film viewers will enjoy the motivating effect this has on bassoonist Eleanor Tibbals-Pennington who, at the age of 72, fulfills her childhood wish to learn to play the harp.


The film culminates with a shared concert with a community band from Japan which proves that music is a universal language.


Funding for this documentary was provided by the Carlsbad Community Television Foundation, the Tom and Jan Hurt Foundation, Citicorp, and a number of individual band supporters.

